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Be as detailed as possible in all responses.
1. In the Introduction to the Mishneh Torah, Rambam justifies the need to write the Mishneh Torah using the same argument he gave to justify Rebbi’s writing of the Mishnah. Therefore, one can say that Rambam modeled the Mishneh Torah after the Mishnah. 

Describe at least five ways in which the Mishneh Torah is similar or different from the Mishnah. For each comparison, explain why the Rambam decided to copy or differ from the Mishnah in light of the overall purpose of the Mishneh Torah.
2. What motivated the Rambam to write the Mishneh Torah and what problems did he hope this work would solve? The Introduction to the Mishneh Torah, Letter to Joseph, Letter to Pinehas haDayyan, and the Epistle on Resurrection each present a different picture for the purpose of the Mishneh Torah. 
Choose at least three of these writings and for each one:

a. Describe how Rambam presents his motivation for writing the Mishneh Torah. 
b. How that motivation fits into the literary context of that letter/introduction. In other words, what is it about the letter/introduction that would cause the Rambam to put forth that specific motivation.
3. The Guide of the Perplexed is such a complex book that even people who have read it many times aren’t sure what it’s about. However, we can at least know what the Rabmam himself says about it in the introduction. Write an essay describing how Rambam presents the contents and purpose of the Guide. Be sure to include the following:
a. For whom is the Guide written. What is its audience.

b. What subject matters does it cover?

c. What is the goal of the Guide?

d. What methodology will Rambam use in order to fulfill those goals?

e. How is this book different from all other books and what limitations cause the Rambam to write in such a manner?

4. What are the different reasons why any book would contradict itself? Which contradictions does the Rambam use? Why? Give an example of a contradiction.
5. One of Rambam’s lifelong battles was to raise people’s simplistic view of God, which bordered on heresy, to a more philosophical view. Describe this battle making sure to cover the following points:
a. What was Rambam’s view of God? Why did he think it was impossible for God to be corporeal?


b. How did that view present a problem for understanding the Bible?


c. How did Rambam solve this problem? Bring examples.
d. What opposition did Rambam meet because of this? (Ra’abad) Was he successful in the end?

6. What was Rambam’s view concerning reasons for the commandments? Cover the following points:
a. How does the Rambam prove that there must be reasons for the commandments?

b. Are there any commandments that don’t have reasons? What is the position of the Rambam’s opponents and how does the Rambam attack their view?

c. Why don’t we know the reasons for some of the commandments? Who does the “we” refer to in this question?

d. What are the goals of the Missvoth? Which goal is the most important?

7. What is the Rambam’s attitude to sacrifices? Cover the following points:

a. Describe the religion of the Sabians.
b. How does Rambam use the background of the Sabians to explain the reason for sacrifices?

c. What problem does this raise? Explain contradiction with Mishneh Torah.

d. What do you think is the solution?

8. What is Rambam’s view concerning the creation of the world? Cover the following points:

a. Describe the three possible views concerning the creation of the world.


b. Which one does Rambam agree with?


c. Why doesn’t the Rambam agree with the others?

d. What would the Rambam do if either of the other views should be proven to be true in the future?
9. Who can be a prophet? How does prophecy work? Does Rambam’s theory of prophecy fit easily with the Bible. Bring some examples of pesukim which seem to contradict Rambam’s theory. How might Rambam explain them.

10. What was Rambam’s view on resurrection?

a. What does he say in Perek Helek?


b. What does he say in Mishneh Torah and the Guide?


c. What does he say in Epistle on Resurrection? Why did he write this epistle?
d. What would you expect Rambam to say about resurrection based on his philosophy concerning the soul and the next world?
e. How do you put all this together?
11. The purpose of the Guide is to reconcile reason with revelation. Write a well-structured essay discussing two topics dealt with in the Guide in which Rambam accomplishes this goal. What does a straightforward reading of the Bible and Talmud say? What do the philosophers say? Which view is correct? How can we then reconcile the correct view with the sources?

12. Write an overall assessment of Rambam’s thought. Was he deep-down a pious Jew or a philosopher – or is there really no contradiction between them. Did he change his mind often, did he live with inner-contradiction, or did he successfully and conclusively solve all the problems he deals with.

13. What was Rambam’s lasting contribution to Judaism? Was that contribution the same as what Rambam intended his contribution to be? Was Rambam a positive or negative influence on most people? How were his works interpreted and treated by later Rabbis? Where would we be without him?

