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I ought to make the material I had collected accessible as
it is. The value of most of these short texts lies after all
not in their art and beauty but in the light they throw on
the attitude of their authors towards Maimonides. I hope
that all these texts will offer something to the reader.

I. TuE UNPUBLISHED TRANSLATION OF MAIMONIDES'
LETTER TO IBN TIBBON.

Among the letters of Maimonides, that to the translator
of his philosophic work is of particular importance, as it
gives us a detailed account of his daily work and medical
practice and his considered judgment on the works of the
Greek and Arabic philosophers available at his time. The

two paragraphs dealing with these topics were written in

Arabic and have been translated twice; in that inexhaustible
mine of information on Maimonides and his works, the
great article’ in the Cat. Bodl., p. 1900, Steinschneider
informs us that Geiger discovered a second, apparently
more correct, translation of these two paragraphs in a Ms.
Saraval.? But for a few passages quoted there? and by D.
Kaufmann* this translation is still unpublished.

Recently I found another Ms. of the two paragraphs in
this second translation in Codex Adler 2013,5 fol. 126b—

t The article covers more than 80 columns, 1861-1942, with over two
columns of Addenda, CXV-CXVIIIL

1 No. XXXVIII, 3=Cat. Zuckermann 92, XVIII, The Mss. de Rossi
143, 4 (Epistolae binae ad R. Samuel ibn Tibbon); 145, 11 and 772, 11
to which Steinschneider, C.B., 1900, refers, have not yet been examined
as to their text. Sacerdote, Catalogue . . . Neofiti, 11, 24 also says
nothing about that Ms.

3 See notes 12, 17, 21.

4 See notes 12, 14, 18,
s Cat. E. N. Adler, p. 81. There seems to be a distinct relationship

between the two Mss. In Ms. Adler there are a number of smaller texts
inserted by a later hand between the Tosafistic commentaries on the
Pentateuch contained in the Ms. Many of these are also found in Ms.
Saraval. Parts X, XIII, XIV, XVI-XVIII of Zuckermann's Catalogue

occur here also.
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127a, which is published here in parallel columns with the
long-known version according to the first edition, Constan-
tinople, ca. 1517.¢ The two texts correct one another;
neither of them is quite correct, possibly due to scribal
errors in the Ms. of the new version. Steinschneider? sug-
gests that one of the translations may be from the pen of
the addressee, Samuel ibn Tibbon.

The passage about the writer's daily routine has been
quoted by all the biographers and was frequently trans-
lated; that on the philosophic literature was thoroughly
discussed by Steinschneider in a special chapter to his
Hebraeische Ueberselzungen.® 1t is therefore unnecessary to
discuss the subject matter. Unfortunately the text of the

Ms. is mutilated at the bottom of the page just where the

reference to Averroes occurs in the other version. Curiously
the Constantinople version has numerous small additions
of synonyms, etc., just as that edition has in the letter on

Astrology.® For convenience the following text is divided

into short paragraphs.

Ms. Adler Ed. Constantinople
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. ¢ Though the letter is included in Tama's .71 2np, he simply copied
it from an earlier edition (C.B., 1908). It was not found in his Arabic
Ms. from which he translated the bulk of the texts in his volume. See
D. Kaufmann, Attributenlehre, p. 336, note. ‘

7 Hebraeische Uebersetzungen, p. 4117,

3 §13, pp. 40-42; cf. pp. 415-18.

’ Marx, The Correspondence between the Rabbis of Southern France and
Maimonides about Astrology, New York, 1926 (reprinted from HUC
Annual, 11, p. 34 £.).
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o The text is here evidently corrupt. In this version Jews are not
mentioned among his patients, which agrees with the following para-

graph.

1 Ms. nown3a: see the other version.
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ua The paragraph on Israeli, ‘though missing in both Mss. of this
version, is evidently omitted through a homoioteleuton, not as Stein-
schneider, Hebr. Ueber., p. 41, note 290, suggests intentionally.
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12 This paragraph is quoted in C.B., 1541, and D. Kaufmann, Aftri-

butenlehre, p. 336 note.

1 Steinschneider suggests correcting o', but the Adler Ms. agrees

with Ms. Saraval.

4 This paragraph is quoted by Kaufmann, l.c., p. 372, note 14.

s Omitted in Ms. Adler.

16 Gap in Ms. Adler where the bottom of fol. 126 is mutilated.
17 From here to end of paragraph quoted C.B., 1900, whence the

missing words are supplied.
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8 This paragraph is quoted by D. Kaufmann, Studien diber Salomon

ibn Gabirol, Budapest, 1899, p. 6.
19 Ms. Saraval: pxmnrn'o.

20 [b., y73nn'; Kaufmann corrects: 1manns.
= This paragraph is quoted in C.B., 1900.

22 Ms. Adler: .
2 Omitted in Ms. §araval.

TEXTS BY AND ABOUT MAIMONIDES—MARX 381

Ms. Adler
YN R XY A0

Ed. Constantinople

"y b A TR MR
PR oD Yov Tawne o 13

ma ebm T ma dey | maw rebm w3 e b

5 Yoy opb 29 yo S

NI N3 PHwa Y wn a3 | Y71 vmpon (wvd M3 od and
PR 37 Yor 24.m WY RUPNR | mAweb KPR 'R TNy T O
Y-
L ipa ©"n 113nD NN NND
' pImd APAYM TP w3
(&xt 7p 257w5a an 12 Y

2 September 30, 1199.
35 Read nebo.

II. A PuiLosopPHIC PRAYER ASCRIBED TO MAIMONIDES.

The following prayer is recorded by Steinschneider in the
catalogue of the Leyden Mss.® as a philosophic contempla-
tion ending in the form of a prayer. He considers it worthy
of the great author, and since the latter composed other
hymns he does not see any objection to accepting his au-
thorship, especially since it is also ascribed to him in a Paris
Ms. N

He printed the Leyden Ms. which is incorrect in several
places in Ha-Karmel, VI (1867), 44, p. 350, an edition which
seems to be very little known. In his nimwnn opn 77w,? pp. 28—

29, he points again to Ms. Paris 837, 7, which has the same '

introduction’ as Ms. Leyden, and to a Parma Ms. men-
tioned by Dukes in Ha-Magid, IV (1860), p. 15.4 In S. G.

r No. 42, 11, p. 188.

2 Kobez al Jad, 1, Berlin, 188S.

3 See Cat. Paris and Carmoly, apy* “»7 jxvpy 2nd ed., Jerusalem,
1885, p. 6. This introduction is missing in P.

4 The latter expresses a slight doubt about theJauthorship.
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